Events leading up to American Involvement in World War II

September 1939
Adolf Hitler’s German army began taking over nations in Europe. The Japanese were also taking over parts of China. Americans saw World War II as a “European” problem…America didn’t need to get involved. US STILL NEUTRAL. (KINDA…)

Lend-Lease Act- March, 1941
US 
Great Britain, Soviet Union, China (LEND SUPPLIES)
      $$$ and Supplies


US 
Great Britain, Soviet Union, China (LEASE MILITARY BASES)

        Military Base Rights
The Bombing of Pearl Harbor-December 7, 1941 #FIGHTINGWORDS.
· Japan attacked US Navy at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii on a quiet Sunday morning in December. (December 7, 1941)

· Over 300 Japanese planes took out over 150 American ships and killed over 2000 Americans.

· Americans don’t want to stay out of the war anymore. 

· President Roosevelt spoke before the Congress the next day and called December 7, 1941, “A day that will live in infamy” and asked Congress to declare war on Japan. They did. 

· Germany and Italy (Japan’s Allies) declare war on US so we declared war on them.

· America has to fight a two-front war. We fight in Europe and in the Pacific.
Georgia’s Contributions to WWII
Bell Aircraft

In the short term, the arrival of Bell Aircraft Company in Marietta, Georgia, was important for the production of the B-29 bomber, a bomber that was America’s most technologically advanced airplane of the war. The company was able to produce over 650 of the bombers before the end of World War II. Some of the planes were used in World War II and later in the Korean War. 

However, the Bell Aircraft company had an even more important impact on the economy of Georgia. During the war almost 30,000 people, many from Georgia, were employed at the largest plant to have ever been built in the Deep South. After the war the plant closed until 1951; however, the Lockheed Martin Company took over the facility that continues to employee Georgians today. Due to the proximity of the plant, the Dobbins Air Force Base was located nearby, adding more employment opportunities to the area.

Military Bases

During World War I there were more military facilities in Georgia than any other state. During World War II, due to the number of men and women in uniform, many of these bases grew in size. They played an important role in training and supplying the military during the war. For example, Fort Benning near Columbus, Georgia, was the largest and viewed as the best infantry facility during the war. These bases also held thousands of enemy prisoners. Today, these bases provide thousands of jobs for Georgian and pump millions of dollars into the state’s economy.
Savannah and Brunswick Shipyards

A major contribution during the war came from the large number of civilians (many women) who built “liberty ships” during the war. These ships were used to transport troops and supplies to both the European and Pacific fronts. In all, 187 ships used during the war were built in either Savannah or Brunswick.

GA’s Politicians

Richard B. Russell 
Richard B. Russell Jr. (1897-1971) was a governor of Georgia and U.S senator, serving in the senate for 38 years. Born in Winder, Georgia, Russell was a graduate of the University of Georgia. After serving as a lawyer for a year, at the age of 23 he was one of the youngest people ever elected to the Georgia General Assembly. In 1931, Russell was elected Governor of the state, the youngest in the 20th century. Russell’s time as Governor was short lived however; the death of Senator William J. Harris vacated a Senate seat, which Russell won. 

Russell played a major role as a senator. Serving on the Armed Services and Appropriations Committees, he gained a great amount of influence on U.S. military policy. An advocate for a strong military during the 1930s, he helped the U.S. prepare to fight in World War II. He was also influential in bringing or maintaining 15 military bases in the state, along with many other research facilities, including the Centers for Disease Control, and federal funding of other projects throughout the state. Russell was also a segregationist who opposed many civil rights bills during his career. Many historians argue that these beliefs prevented Russell from gaining the presidency. With all of Russell’s political accomplishments, he believed his most important was the National School Lunch Program.
Carl Vinson

Carl Vinson Carl Vinson (1883-1981) is often quoted as saying “The most expensive thing in the world is a cheap Army and Navy.” In his 51 years in the U.S. House of Representatives (the longest in U.S. history), Vinson made it his mission to make certain that the U.S. spent funds on both, especially the Navy. The man known as the “Father of the Two Ocean Navy” was born in Baldwin County, Georgia. After graduating from Mercer University School of Law and serving a lawyer, he was elected to the Georgia General Assembly in 1908. In 1912, he lost his seat, but was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. His biggest challenge in his 51 year career came from Tom Watson in 1918, but for the most part Vinson ran unopposed for much of his tenure. 
Vinson earned his nickname due to his advocacy for a strong Navy during the 1920s and 1930s. Though his calls for strengthening the U.S. military were largely ignored during the isolationist period of the 1920s, as war began to rage in both Europe and Asia, his policies became more accepted, and the nation started preparing for war. Vinson continued to be involved in military matters all the way up until his retirement for Congress in 1964. Due to his hard work for over 50 years, Vinson received the Presidential Medal of Freedom and had a U.S. nuclear powered aircraft carrier named after him.
This is what the state of Georgia wants you to know about the Holocaust…

The Holocaust was the systematic mass murder of over 6 million Jews is Europe. The Nazis used Concentration Camps to imprison, work, and execute Jews, gypsies, homosexuals, and political dissidents. The Holocaust had an impact on the state. Many Holocaust survivors moved to Georgia after the war. Their stories about the horrible events in Europe touched the lives of many Georgians. The Holocaust also made some Georgians rethink their treatment of minorities in the state. Though it took more than a decade for the modern civil rights movement to gain momentum in Georgia and the rest of the South, the horror of what happened in Europe made Georgians “look in the mirror” and reexamine their racial practices. In addition, former Governor Joe Frank Harris, established the Georgia Commission on the Holocaust to educate people about the Holocaust therefore creating an awareness of the events.

The Impact of the Holocaust on Georgia- source: “Georgia Encyclopedia” and the Breman Museum 

The impact of the Holocaust on Georgians during WWII was minimal. However, Georgia did have a substantial and influential Jewish population, which had been a part of Georgia history since its founding in 1733.  Jewish citizens would continue to settle throughout Georgia over the next two centuries.
The Jewish population would grow and thrive tremendously in Atlanta. Having been steered away from farming by historical circumstances (for example, many of the governments in Europe imposed restrictions on their owning land), Jews across Georgia tended to gravitate toward nonagricultural work. Thus the history of Georgia’s Jews finds most of them clustered in the more urban areas, especially Savannah and Atlanta; the latter has become the center of Georgia’s largest Jewish population. One of the most historical buildings in Atlanta is the Hebrew Benevolent Congregation Synagogue which began construction in 1875.

Currently, the Georgia Legislature acknowledges the Holocaust annually with a ceremony. Also, located in Atlanta are The William Breman Jewish Heritage & Holocaust Museum, Celebrating Jewish culture, embracing diversity, and promoting social justice.[2] The Holocaust has left a lasting impact on Georgia and the Jewish heritage is celebrated throughout the state.
· Georgia has a large Jewish population that lives in the cities.

· Because Jewish people were not allowed to own land in certain countries, they tend to work in non-farming jobs.

· Georgia Legislature has a ceremony every year commemorating the Holocaust.

You should be saying to yourself…That’s it…Seriously??!?
