The Battle of Kettle Creek

Though the Battle of Kettle Creek was not as important as other major American victories such as Trenton, Saratoga, and Yorktown, this battle raised the morale of the Georgia patriots, gave them much needed supplies, and set the stage for several victories in the southern back country toward the end of the Revolutionary War. 

The Battle of Kettle Creek took place on February 14, 1779. The Georgia militia, led by Elijah Clarke and Thomas Dooly, attacked a fort of 600 British Loyalists. Though outnumbered, the Patriots beat the Loyalist troops, bringing a much needed victory to the patriot cause after several prior defeats. Based on their heroic actions in the battle both Clarke and Dabney became Georgia heroes.
TWO HASHTAGS ABOUT KETTLE CREEK 
#





#
The Siege of Savannah

In 1778, the British recaptured Savannah making Georgia the only colony to be officially retaken by the British during the war. In reality, there were “two” Georgia’s during the war. The patriot held countryside and the British held cities of Augusta and Savannah. In October 1779, a joint force of French and patriot troops attacked Savannah in hopes of retaking the city. This attack was a dismal failure. After five days of intense shelling from French ships and patriot batteries, little damage was done to the British military but several civilians in the city were killed. When the French and American troops finally attacked the city, they were easily defeated by the British troops. When the fighting ended, over 800 allied troops were killed compared to 18 British soldiers. Savannah stayed in British hands until 1782. 

Though the Siege of Savannah was a failure for the patriots, several American heroes emerged from the battle. One was Count Casmir Pulaski, a Polish nobleman who was killed leading a charge. Another hero, Sergeant William Jasper, was also killed while attacking a British position. Additionally, a group of black soldiers from Haiti heroically protected the allied retreat and saving hundreds of allied soldiers’ lives in the process.
TWO HASHTAGS ABOUT THE SIEGE OF SAVANNAH
#
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Elijah “CHARGE!!” Clarke

One of the more well-known Georgia patriots was Lieutenant Colonel Elijah Clarke (1742-1799). Clarke was a poor farmer from North Carolina who moved to Georgia around 1773. Interestingly, his name was listed on a petition to support the King in 1774, but he quickly joined the Georgia militia when the fighting broke out in the colony. Early in the war, Clarke fought both the Creek and Cherokee who had sided with the British. 

Clarke’s most famous act was his leadership during the patriot victory at the Battle of Kettle Creek. During this battle, Clarke led a charge against loyalist troops that helped win the battle and boost morale for the Georgia patriots. After this battle, Clarke led guerilla fighting against British troops in Georgia and South Carolina. Based on his military accomplishments, Clarke County was named in his honor.

Austin “Dauntless” Dabney

Austin Dabney (1765-1830) was a slave who fought under Elijah Clarke during the Battle of Kettle Creek. Dabney served in the place of his master Richard Aycock, who used Dabney as a substitute in order not to fight himself. Dabney is thought to be the only African American who fought at the Battle of Kettle Creek. He was an artilleryman and was severely wounded during the fighting. One of his fellow soldiers, Giles Harris, took Dabney to his home and cared for Dabney while he recovered. Harris’s kindness fostered a close bond between Dabney and the Harris family, who Dabney continued to work for after he was granted his freedom. Dabney even paid for Giles Harris’ son’s college expenses at the University of Georgia. 

Due to his bravery during the Battle of Kettle Creek, the state of Georgia paid for Dabney’s freedom from his former master. The state also gave Dabney a grant for 50 acres of land for his service during the Revolution; the only African-American to receive one. Later, Dabney received an additional 112 acres from the state and a federal “invalid pension” of 60 dollars a month (which was increased to 96 dollars a month) due to the wound he received at Kettle Creek.

Nancy “Hard as Nails” Hart

Nancy Hart was a Georgia patriot who is most well-known for capturing and killing several loyalist soldiers who invaded her cabin during the Revolution. With a combination of bravery and deception, she was able to take the rifles of the men who barged in to her home. Besides this famous escapade, Nancy Hart was known for being a six foot tall, fiery red-haired and crossed-eyed “war woman.” A cousin of Revolutionary War General Daniel Morgan, Hart served as a patriot spy during the war and is rumored to have fought in the Battle of Kettle Creek. Hart County was created and named in her honor in 1853. In addition to the county, Hart has been honored in Georgia by both a town and lake being named after her, as well as a Georgia Highway.

