Henry Grady

Henry Grady (1850-1889), born in Athens, GA, is best known for his continual promotion of the “New South.” As managing editor of the Atlanta Journal, Grady was able to use the newspaper as a stage to promote his views about building more factories and growing crops besides cotton in the South. Grady is given credit for bringing the International Cotton Expositions to Atlanta and for the creation of the Georgia Institute of Technology (Georgia Tech). He was also active in local politics assisting in the elections of people like him including politicians such as John B. Gordon and Joseph E. Brown. He was often attacked by Populist Tom Watson and Georgia’s farmers for his industrial focus. Elected officials of Georgia’s other cities such Athens, Augusta, and Macon, criticized Grady for his bias in favor of Atlanta. Finally, many civil rights groups both in the North and South didn’t trust him since he did not write the truth about how bad race relations were in the South.

Nevertheless, Grady, who was a dynamic writer and speaker, has been identified as the most important figure in the New South movement. Though he only lived to the age of 39, he had several important accomplishments in his short life time. Due to his achievements, Grady has been honored in several ways throughout the state including having a county named for him. Grady Hospital and the University of Georgia’s Grady School of Journalism are also named in his honor.

· Managing editor of the Atlanta Journal-the newspaper in Atlanta then and now

· Given credit for bringing the International Cotton Exposition to Atlanta AND for creating GA Tech

· Supported the Bourbon Triumvirate-John B. Gordon and Joseph E. Brown

· Criticized for his bias towards Atlanta and industry instead of farming and for making it seem like race relations weren’t so bad so northern businesses would come to Atlanta

· Had a county, hospital and part of UGA named for him

The International Cotton Exposition

In 1881, 1885, and 1895, Atlanta was the site of three International Cotton Expositions. These expositions were similar to the World’s Fairs held during the same time period. Primarily, the Cotton Expositions were established to promote Atlanta’s rebuilding from the Civil War, its industrial capabilities and accomplishments, and to lure northern investment into the city and region. The first two were heavily promoted by Henry Grady, but the most memorable was the exposition held in 1895. 

Though this event was heavily promoted, according to the New Georgia Encyclopedia, “only 800,000 people attended the three month” event and it suffered with financial struggles throughout. Still, all three of these events were effective in displaying Atlanta’s “rise from the ashes” and to establish it as the leading city of the New South.

· International Cotton Exposition-like a World’s Fair-to show the world that Atlanta had “risen from the ashes” and come back to life after being burned down

· Wanted to get people from the North down to Atlanta to create and invest in business to get $$!

Members of the Good Ole Boys Bourbon Triumvirate

JUDGE Joseph E. Brown (1821-1894)-INDUSTRIALIST/BUSINESSMAN
· From N. GA, went to Yale University & became a lawyer

· Elected to GA Assembly (1849) 

· State Judge (1855)

· Governor (1857 through the Civil War until 1865)

· Secessionist before the War-wanted to leave the Union, fought with President of CSA

· Briefly Republican, became Chief Justice of GA Supreme Court

· Switched back to Democrats and served in Senate (1880-1890)

· Interest in railroads and coal mines

· White supremacist (RACIST)

· Small government, low taxes, few services from government

· Used convict labor

ARMY Alfred H. Colquitt (1824-1894)-OLD PLANTER/FARMER CLASS 

· From Walton County, GA, went to Princeton & became a lawyer

· Joined Army during Mexican-American War

· Elected US Representative (1853) then returned to GA to be in GA Assembly (1859)

· Secessionist-wanted to leave Union, joined Confederate Army-fought in major battles

· Became Major General for Confederates

· Governor (1876-1882)

· Senator (1883-1894)

· Interest in railroads and coal mines

· White supremacist (RACIST)

· Small government, low taxes, few services from government

GOOD OLE John B. Gordon (1832-1904)-LOVED BUSINESS AND FARMERS 

· From N. GA Mountains, went to UGA but did not graduate, worked in coal industry

· Joined Confederate army and was well-respected, became Major General
· Against Reconstruction movement, leader of GA chapter of KKK

· Elected US Senator (1872-1880), quit because of scandal and worked in railroads

· Elected Governor (1886) then Senate again (1891-1897)

· After politics-spoke and wrote about the Civil War and about himself

· White supremacist (RACIST)

· Small government, low taxes, few services from government

· Used convict labor

List below what all the men had in common: (what did all of them do, what did they all believe?)
Tom Watson and the Populist Party, Rebecca Latimer Felton

Tom Watson (1856-1922)

· From GA, supported poor tenant farmers and sharecroppers of both races

· Elected to GA General Assembly (1882) but resigned because of Bourbon Triumvirate
· Vice-Presidential candidate for the Populist Party (People’s Party) in 1896

· Presidential candidate (1904, 1908)

· Used his newspaper, The Jeffersonian, to inform the people about his beliefs-the paper was popular in the South and known in the North

· Once he opposed the US entering WWI, postal service stopped delivering his papers

· Ran for Congress again in 1918 but lost

· Became GA Senator in 1920 but died in 1922

Political Ideas

· DEMOCRAT but supported the Farmers Alliance = Populist Party

· Supported the end to the convict lease system and free public education for all

· Wanted low taxes for poor farmers, elected to US Congress 

· Became famous in the US by supporting Rural Free Delivery Act-mail delivered to farms

· Supported by the rural African-Americans because he defended African-Americans’ rights
· Became racist later in life (by 1094)…not just African-Americans but he hated Jews, Catholics too
Rebecca Latimer Felton (1835-1930)
· Was FIRST FEMALE SENATOR in US history, also a writer, political activist, and reformer

· From GA, graduated 1st in her class from Madison Female College, met husband William Felton

· After Civil War-focused on husband’s political career-he served 3 terms in GA General Assembly

· INDEPENDENT DEMOCRAT-against the Bourbon Triumvirate (esp. John B. Gordon)

· Supported progressive causes: ending convict lease system, prohibition, Women’s Suffrage (women get to vote) BUT SHE WAS STILL RACIST…

· Became a writer for the Atlanta Journal-rural Georgians love her-wrote for over 20 years

· Wrote articles supporting racism: supported lynching to “protect” the white women of the South

· When Tom Watson died, appointed as temporary US Senator

List below was Watson and Felton had in common:

